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PLATT’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

What’s in a name? Two big announcements were made in September by Top 20 firms 
to help them take better advantage of future global opportunities. The 66-year-old 
Indiana native Crowe Chizek & Company has adopted a new name, Crowe 
Horwath, reflecting its strong relationship with Horwath International and the desire 
to become a global leader. The 77-year-old Midwest powerhouse, Virchow Krause 
& Company, will soon adopt the name Baker Tilly, becoming the only U.S.-branded 
entity in the Baker Tilly International network.  
 

Reaction to the name changes from other CPA firms have ranged 
from “brilliant” to “crazy.” Why in the world would a well-
established firm like Virchow Krause risk losing market 
awareness by adopting a whole new name? “It’s foolishness,” 
said one IPA Top 100 partner. But both VK and Crowe are taking 
steps to adapt to the fast-changing global marketplace. They are 
planting a flag in a brave new world of international accounting 
standards, multinational transactions and a shrinking global 
economy. It is a grand experiment, playing out on a combined 
143 years of history and name recognition. 
 
Will their gamble work? If it does, both Virchow and Crowe will 
have successfully re-invented themselves for the 21st century, 
and will possibly start a trend that will move the U.S. accounting 

profession closer to the seamless global player that it wishes to become. Regardless, 
their moves will set in motion a marketing juggernaut that will be closely watched by 
consultants, firms, clients and staff. Let the experiment begin – I, too, will be 
watching with great interest.  
 
 

When Firms Need Strategic Or Operational Help, Who Do They 
Call? IPA Presents The 2008 Most Recommended Consultants List 

 
The table on page 17 lists the IPA Top 10 Most Recommended 
Consultants. These individuals received a statistically significant 
share of the responses in the IPA 2008 Annual Survey and 
Analysis of Firms. New or reappearing on the list this year are Bill 
Reeb and Jennifer Wilson. IPA congratulates all the consultants, 
whose hard work and dedication is a credit to the profession.  
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Varner Sytsma Herndon of Bellingham, Wash., joined the BDO Seidman 

Alliance in August. 
 
Calgary, Alberta-based based Meyers Norris Penny has joined Horwath 

International.  
 

INPACT Americas has admitted The Curchin Group of Red Bank, N.J.  
 
Minneapolis-based LarsonAllen (FY07 net revenue of $172.6 million) acquired the 

Tampa, Fla., firm of ValienteHernandez. LA’s Jack Rybicki will be PIC of 
the Tampa office, which will employee 35 staff. 

 
Knoxville, Tenn.-based Rodefer Moss & Co. acquired Melhiser Endres Tucker 

of Louisville, Ky. MET has one office in Louisville and two offices in Indiana. 
Jimmy Rodefer will serve as the firm’s CEO, and Doug York, president of 
MET, will become president of RM. The remaining partners of the two entities 
will serve as shareholders in the new firm.  

 
Joseph “Bo” Fitzpatrick, president and CEO of AuditWatch, joined Bethesda, 

Md.-based Watkins, Meegan, Drury & Co. (FY07 net revenue of $38.5 
million) as director of business development and strategic planning. “Being 
back in public accounting is a great feeling,” said Fitzpatrick in a statement. 
AW was acquired by Thomson Tax & Accounting last November. 

 
Portland, Maine-based Baker Newman & Noyes (24 partners) has named Charles 

Hahn MP. Hahn replaces Eleanor Baker, who had been in charge of the firm 
since 2003. Baker will return to a full-time role serving tax clients and 
developing new talent at the firm. 

INSIDE Public Accounting 

IPA’S MOST RECOMMENDED CONSULTANTS – 2008 

NAME CONTACT INFORMATION 
Sam Allred (406) 495-1850; sallred@upstreamacademy.com; www.upstreamacademy.com 
Gary Boomer (888) 266-6375; lgboomer@boomer.com; www.boomer.com 
Gale Crosley (770) 399-9995; gcrosley@crosleycompany.com; www.crosleycompany.com 
Steve Erickson (505) 331-9100; steve@steveericksoncpa.com; www.steveericksoncpa.com 
Robert Gallagher (412) 281-8559; rjgcpa@rjgallagher.com; www.rjgallagher.com  
Roman Kepczyk (480) 706-1728; itpartner@itpna.com; www.itpna.com 
Allan Koltin (312) 661-0300; akoltin@pdiglobal.com; www.pdiglobal.com 
Bill Reeb (512) 338-1006; bill@successioninstitute.com; www.successioninstitute.com 
Troy Waugh (615) 373-9880;  troy@waughco.com; www.waughco.com 
Jennifer Wilson  (402) 933-2900; jen@convergancecoaching.com; www.convergencecoaching.com 

Source: The Platt Consulting Group / INSIDE Public Accounting 
Editor’s Note: Each survey participant could name up to three consultants. Consultants are named in alphabetical order. 
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Chicago-based BDO Seidman (FY08 net revenue of $659 million) has elected 
Jack Weisbaum to his second four-year term as the firm’s CEO. Weisbaum, 
68, served as chairman of the firm’s board of directors and prior to his board 
responsibilities, he was national leader of BDO’s specialized services business 
line. “I am honored by the confidence the partners have shown in electing me to 
continue to lead this fine firm,” says Weisbaum.   

 
Richmond, Va.-based Cherry, Bekaert & Holland (FY08 net revenue of $84.6 

million) admitted Kurt Miller to partner in the firm’s not-for-profit group. 
 
 New York-based Citrin Cooperman & Co. (FY07 net revenue of $75 million) 

named longtime partner F. Wayne Holton, 65, to chief executive.  
 
Gene Preston joined High Point, N.C.-based Dixon Hughes (FY08 net revenue of 

$194.1 million) in the firm’s Charleston, W.V., office as a member of the 
healthcare group’s consulting services. 

 
Russell Glazer joined New York-based Gettry Marcus Stern & Lehrer (FY07 

net revenue of $13.3 million) as partner in the firm’s business valuation and 
litigation support group.  

 
Melville, N.Y.-based Holtz Rubenstein Reminick (FY07 net revenue of $33.1 

million) admitted John Basile to partner. Prior to joining HRR, Basile had been 
a partner at Hays & Co.  

 
San Antonio-based Padgett, Stratemann & Co. named John Wright MP on Aug. 

1. Wright took the reins from Ray Berend, who has served as the firm’s MP 
since 1992. Berend has been with the firm for 45 years, and will remain a 
partner and adviser to PS&Co.’s executive committee.  

 
Livingston, N.J.-based Wiss & Company (FY08 net revenue of $28.5 million) 

admitted Kenneth Trainor to partner.  
 
Southfield, Mich.-based Plante & Moran (FY08 net revenue of $286 million) 

opened an office in Monterrey, Mexico, in September. The firm has worked 
with clients in Mexico for more than 15 years. The firm currently operates an 
office in Shanghai, China, and is committed to growing its service capabilities 
and international locations to support its clients in all of their international 
endeavors. P&M’s global reach also extends to more than 70 countries via 
Praxity, an alliance of more than 100 professional accounting and auditing 
firms worldwide.  

 
1. The PCAOB Releases Annual Report  
2. IRS Streamlines Application Process for New Tax-Exempt  
      Organizations 
3. SEC Sets IFRS Timetable 
4. Identity Theft and the CPA Firm 
5. PCAOB’s Niemeier Pans IFRS Push and more… 
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How Is The Accounting Profession Addressing The Issues 
Facing Firms Today? We Want To Know 
 

IPA is dedicated to learning from and sharing 
information with our readers. We encourage you, our 
readers to share your successes, ideas and challenges. 

If you have an idea for an upcoming article, or how we can provide a more well-
rounded publication, please don’t hesitate to contact us! Please send your ideas or 
information to: editor@plattgroupllc.com or call us at (317) 733-1920.  

Go to our “Of Interest Page” for more details and articles. 
Visit:   www.plattgroupllc.com/oct08 

SUBSCRIBE TO INSIDE PUBLIC ACCOUNTING 

Please enter my subscription to INSIDE Public Accounting  

(1 year: $389, 12 issues; Outside U.S.: $469, 12 issues). Includes shipping and handling. 

  Check enclosed payable to: The Platt Consulting Group         Charge my (circle one):  Visa / MasterCard 

Name       Title        
Firm             
Mailing Address            
City       State    Zip     
Phone         Fax        
E-mail Address        

Card #        Exp Date   Security Code   
Name on C.C.              
Credit Card Billing Address           
                               

 
PHONE: (317) 733-1920     FAX:  (317) 663-1030    E-MAIL: info@plattgroupllc.com   

MAIL: The Platt Consulting Group - 4000 West 106th St., Suite 160-197, Carmel, IN 46032-7730 
WEB: plattgroupllc.com  

You may also download a subscription form at:  www.plattgroupllc.com/New_Subscriber_Form.pdf  
This form may be reproduced.  
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THE AWARD-WINNING 2008  

IPA NATIONAL BENCHMARKING REPORT 
 

The Award-Winning IPA Benchmarking Report is an unparalleled tool to benchmark your firm’s 
fiscal and management performance against hundreds of accounting firms nationwide. 

 
The Annual INSIDE Public Accounting National Benchmarking Report Covers: 

 
                            Fees        Fees by Practice Area  Personnel Costs 
                            Net Income per Partner      Staff Salaries   Partner Charge Hours  
                            Partner Compensation       Benefits Offered  Fees per Charge Hour  
                            Administrative Salaries      Partner Level Workloads   Realization  

                         Marketing Staff Salaries      MIS Staff and Salaries  Professional Staff Charge Hrs.  
                            Partner Retirement Issues      Marketing Costs   Growth Trends  
                            Niche Areas        Partner Benefits   Marketing Staff Salaries  

      Retirement Plans       Best of the Best Comparisons And Much More!                                                     
 

 

           BENCHMARKING REPORT ORDER FORM  
                                             

     IPA Subscriber and Survey Participant Pricing     Non-Subscriber, Non-Survey Participant Pricing 
  
No. of copies            PDF Copy - $379/copy No. of copies            PDF Copy - $399/copy 
  
No. of copies            Hard Copy - $379/copy* No. of copies            Hard Copy - $399/copy* 
  
No. of copies            Hard Copy & PDF Copy - $499/set* No. of copies            Hard Copy & PDF Copy - $519/set* 

                             *Includes shipping  

Your Name:            

Firm Name:            

Mailing Address:             

City:           State:     Zip:     

Phone:       E-Mail Address:       
                                                                                          (Required for PDF) 

Payment Method:      Check Enclosed        MasterCard        Visa        (we DO NOT accept AMEX) 

C.C. Account No.           

Name that appears on the card:          

Billing Address:            

Billing Address:            

Exp. Date:         Three-digit security code from the back of the credit card:    
To place your order, please fax to: (317) 663-1030 or send your payment along with this completed form to: 

The Platt Consulting Group 
4000 West 106th Street, Suite 160-197 

Carmel, IN 46032-7730 
Phone: (317) 733-1920        Fax: (317) 663-1030        E-mail: info@plattgroupllc.com       Web: www.plattgroupllc.com 

  


